
Approval to accept federal grant awards from the Department of Health and Human Services, 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration for the term of September 30, 2011 
through September 29, 2014, and the Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance for the 
term of October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2014 for the enhancement of treatment services for 
the adult drug court program through the implementation of medication assisted treatment and an 
appropriation adjustment.

SUBJECT

February 21, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT GRANT AWARDS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES FOR THE TERM OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 29, 
2014 AND FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FOR THE TERM OF OCTOBER 1, 2011 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 FOR THE ENHANCEMENT OF TREATMENT SERVICES FOR 
THE ADULT DRUG COURT PROGRAM AND AN APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)
(4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Authorize and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept federal Grant Number 1H79TI023865-01 (Attachment A) from the Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), 
for the period of September 30, 2011 through September 29, 2012, in the amount of $325,000, at no 
net County cost, for the enhancement of treatment services for the adult drug court program.  

2. Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept future awards and/or 
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amendments that are consistent with the requirements of Grant Number 1H79TI023865-01 that 
extend the term through September 29, 2014; reflect non-material and/or ministerial revisions to the 
award’s terms and conditions; allow for the rollover of unspent funds and/or redirection of funds; 
adjust the term of the award through March 31, 2015; and/or provide an increase or decrease in 
funding up to 25 percent above or below each grant term’s annual base amount, subject to review 
and approval by County Counsel, and notification to your Board and the Chief Executive Office 
(CEO).

3. Authorize and instruct the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept federal Award Number 
2011-DC-BX-0129 (Attachment B) from the Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance 
(BJA), for the period of October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2014, in the amount of $300,000, 
with a required matching fund of $100,000,for the enhancement of treatment services for the adult 
drug court program.

4. Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept future awards and/or 
amendments that are consistent with the requirements of Award Number 2011-DC-BX-0129 that 
reflect non-material and/or ministerial revisions to the award’s terms and conditions; allow for the 
rollover of unspent funds and/or redirection of funds; adjust the term of the award through March 31, 
2015; and/or provide an increase or decrease in funding up to 25 percent above or below each grant 
term’s annual base amount, subject to review and approval by County Counsel, and notification to 
your Board and the CEO.

5. Approve the attached appropriation adjustment (Exhibit I) in the amount of $93,000 for services 
and supplies (S&S) for additional spending authority under Grant Number 2011-DC-BX-0129 to 
support the Antelope Valley Rehabilitation Center (AVRC).

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to accept the referenced grants, awarded 
under a joint competitive solicitation, to enhance drug court treatment services for the 
Comprehensive Drug Court Implementation (CDCI) criminal justice population.  Services to be 
funded include enhancing the residential treatment services at the Antelope Valley Rehabilitation 
Center (AVRC) and expanding the provision of medication assisted treatment (MAT), supportive 
counseling, and comprehensive case management services by agencies currently contracted to 
provide adult drug court program services.  

Enhancing current adult drug court program services to include MAT will expand the availability of 
this evidence-based practice as part of the continuum of substance abuse treatment services.  MAT 
is a form of pharmacotherapy and refers to treatment for a substance use disorder using medication 
along with supportive counseling and behavioral therapies and comprehensive case management to 
provide a whole-patient approach to treatment.  It is provided to persons who are 18 years of age or 
older who voluntarily agree to participate in MAT as a critical part of their treatment for substance 
use disorder.  Currently, those eligible must be either alcohol or opioid dependent patients.

Approval of Recommendations 2 and 4 will allow DPH to accept future awards and/or amendments 
that are consistent with the requirements of the current awards to extend and/or adjust the term of 
the awards; reflect non-material revisions to terms and conditions; rollover unspent funds and/or 
redirect funds; and/or provide an increase or decrease in funding up to 25 percent above or below 
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each grant term’s annual base amount.  These recommended actions will enable DPH to accept 
awards and/or amendments that adjust the project period up to six months beyond the original term, 
in those instances where there has been an unanticipated extension of the term to allow additional 
time to complete services and utilize grant funding.  This authority is being requested to enhance 
DPH’s efforts to expeditiously maximize grant revenue, consistent with Board Policy 4.070: Full 
Utilization of Grant Funds.

Approval of Recommendation 5 will allow DPH to provide additional spending authority to AVRC 
through intrafund transfer to support the enhancement of the residential treatment services.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions support Goal 2, Children, Family, and Adult Well-Being and Goal 4, 
Health and Mental Health, of the County’s Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The award from the SAMHSA for the period of September 30, 2011 through September 29, 2012 is 
$325,000, with additional annual amounts of $325,000 anticipated through September 29, 2014.  
These funds will support amendments to ten current contracts for the provision of adult drug court 
program services and one current contract for the provision of evaluation services, and SAPC 
administrative costs.  

The award from the BJA for the period of October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2014 is $300,000.  
This award requires a onetime matching fund of $100,000 over the three years period at 
approximately $33,333 per year to be funded by Statham Special Revenue funds.  Funds will 
support the provision of residential services at the AVRC, an amendment to a current contract for the 
provision of evaluation services, and SAPC administrative costs. 

An appropriation adjustment is not necessary for DPH’s Substance Abuse Prevention and Control 
Program to accept the SAMHSA and BJA grants due to sufficient spending authority at this time.  
However, an appropriation adjustment in the amount of $93,000 for S&S is required to increase the 
spending authority of AVRC under the BJA grant using intrafund transfer.

Funding will be included in future fiscal years (FY), as necessary.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

In 1990, the Los Angeles County drug courts were established to: 1) end drug abuse, 2) keep 
nonviolent criminals out of overcrowded jails/prisons, and 3) save money. (The average cost for 
treating substance use disorder ranges from $900 to $1,600 per person compared to an average 
cost of $5,000 per person for a minimal period of incarceration.)The drug courts encourage 
nonviolent drug offenders to become sober in exchange for either: 1) dismissal of criminal charges, 
or 2) the opportunity to participate in drug rehabilitation in lieu of a jail or prison sentence.   The basic 
principle is to treat individuals who suffer from substance use disorder and incarcerate those who are 
charged with drug sales offenses. 

The CDCI Act created an additional funding stream for state drug courts to fund county drug court 
services.  To be eligible for CDCI funding, counties must have established, or be in the process of 
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establishing, a separate adult felony Drug Court Program, accepting only participants who are 
convicted of drug related felonies and placed on formal probation.  (Participation in the Drug Court 
Program is further determined by compliance with the CDCI Act of 2003 [California Health and 
Safety Code Sections 11970.1-11970.3 and 11970.35].) 

The Drug Courts rely heavily on a dedicated court and Bench Officer, teamed with specific County 
treatment providers.  Each Los Angeles County Drug Court program is a unique collaboration among 
the Superior Court, Public Defender, District Attorney, and community based agencies contracted 
with SAPC to provide treatment services.

In May 2011, SAMHSA and the BJA released the FY 2011 Joint Adult Drug Court Services, 
Coordination, and Treatment Solicitation.  In June 2011, SAPC submitted an application in response 
to the solicitation and on September 12 and September 16, 2011 received notices of award from the 
BJA and SAMHSA, respectively.

Exhibit I is the Appropriation Adjustment, Attachment A is the SAMSHA Award, Attachment B is the 
BJA Award, and Attachments C and D are the Grant Management Statements.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

As required by SAMHSA and the BJA, agencies and a project evaluator were identified in the grant 
application. Prior to submitting its application, SAPC contacted all ten providers currently funded to 
provide adult drug court program services to determine interest in participating in the project.  Eight 
of the ten providers responded in the affirmative.  The two agencies that did not respond by the 
deadline subsequently informed SAPC of their intent in participating in the project.  Because these 
agencies serve two of the largest drug courts (Long Beach and Santa Monica), SAPC will submit an 
amendment to the grantor to change the number of drug court agencies participating from eight to 
ten.

Under authority delegated by your Board to DPH on June 15, 2010, DPH will amend the ten 
agreements for the provision of enhanced treatment services for the adult drug court program.   
Similarly, under authority delegated by your Board to DPH on June 7, 2011, DPH will amend an 
existing agreement with the Regents of the University of California Los Angeles for the provision of 
evaluation services.  The amendments will be effective date of execution through June 30, 2012.  

In June 2012, DPH will return to your Board to recommend the renewal of these agreements for the 
continuation of SAMHSA and BJA funded services through September 2014.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to accept funding for the enhancement of 
treatment services for the adult drug court program.
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JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JEF:ev
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Attachment C 

Los Angeles County Chief Executive Office 
Grant Mana ement Statement for Grants Exceedin $100,000 

Department: Public Health - Substance Abuse Prevention and Control 

Grant Project Title and Description 

Enhancing Treatment Services for the Adult Drug Court Program 

Funding Agency 

SAMHSA 
Program (Fed. Grant #State Bill or Code #) 

SAMHSA Grant # IH79TI023865-01 

Grant Acceptance Deadline 

Total Amount of Grant Funding: $325,000 County Match Requirements: $0 

Grant Period: Begin Date: 9/30/11 End Date: 9/29/2012 

Number of Personnel Hired Under this Grant: 0 Full Time Part Time 

Obligations Imposed on the County When the Grant Expires 

Will all personnel hired for this program be informed this is a grant funded program? Yes 00 No D 

Will all personnel hired for this program be placed on temporary "N" items? Yes 00 NoD 

Is the County obligated to continue this program after the grant expires Yes D Nooo 

If the County is not obligated to continue this program after the grant expires, the Department will: 

a). Absorb the program cost without reducing other services Yes D No 00 

b). Identify other revenue sources Yes D No 00 

(Describe) 

c). Eliminate or reduce, as appropriate, positions/program costs funded by this grant Yes 00 NoD 

Department Head Signature 

Impact of additional personnel on existing space: None. 

Date / ,/l-/l.. 
--~--~----------~~~-------



Attachment D 

Los Angeles County Chief Executive Office 
Grant Mana ement Statement for Grants Exceedin $100,000 

partment: Public Health Substance Abuse Prevention and Control 

Grant Project Title and Description 

Enhancing Treatment Services for the Adult Drug Court Program 

Funding Agency 

DOJ/BJA 
Program (Fed. Grant #State Bill or Code #) 

DOJIBJA Grant # 2011-DC-BX-0129 

Grant Acceptance Deadline 

Total Amount of Grant Funding: $300,000 County Match Requirements: $100,000 

Grant Period: Begin Date: 10/1111 End Date: 9/30/2014 

Number of Personnel Hired Under this Grant: 0 Full Time Part Time 

Obligations Imposed on the County When the Grant Expires 

Will all personnel hired for this program be informed this is a grant funded program? YeslRlNo 

Will all personnel hired for this program be placed on temporary "N" items? Yes 1RI No 

Is the County obligated to continue this program after the grant expires Yes NolRl 

If the County is not obligated to continue this program after the grant expires, the Department will: 

a). Absorb the program cost without reducing other services Yes D No 1RI 

b). Identify other revenue sources Yes D No [E] 

(Describe) 

c). Eliminate or reduce, as appropriate, positions/program costs funded by this grant Yes 1RI NoD 

Impact of additional personnel on existing space: None. 

Other requirements not mentioned~bove: J:jcrpe ,...,. 

. ~ '{ .cf- Date {I :t. 
Department Head SIgnature ~ 11 - A' J 




